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FABC assembly: building bridges,
embracing diversity, and facing
modern challenges together

JAKARTA (SE): The theme of :
the Federation of Asian Bishops :
Conferences (FABC) 12th Ple- :
nary Assembly, held from July :
20-26, “You will see greater :
things”, was described by Pablo :
Virgilio Cardinal David of the :
Philippines as “a big source of :
inspiration for all the bishops” :
during the assembly’s final press :

conference on July 26.

“We tried to articulate for our- :
selves what ‘greater things’ the :
Lord is making us dream for the :
local Churches in Asia,” said the :
vice president of the FABC and :
head of the commission for Syno- :
dality, following an interfaith visit
through the Tunnel of Friendship
between the Assumption Cathe- :
dral and the Istiglal Mosque in :

Jakarta [see page 12].

Cardinal David was joined on
the press panel by Father Clar- : .
* home with us, Cardinal David :
© said. “Yes, we are brothers and °
© sisters.
* humanity. So the mission isn’tjust :
. about promoting a religion; the :
* mission is promoting a common :
ence; and Father Thomas Ulun :

ence Devadass, associate secre-
tary of the FABC and executive
secretary of the Office of Syno-
dality; Bishop Anthony Subianto
Bunjamin of Bandung, head of
the Indonesian Bishops’ Confer-

Ismoyo, who served as moderator.

call to synodal conversion, “syn-

tial to discipleship. He explained

cesses, of relationships, and of

nel of Friendship between the
Assumption Cathedral and the
Istiglal Mosque.

encounter with the Grand Imam
of Jakarta, of the Istiglal Mosque,
and I will-—we will-—take that

: ing about.”
that it is “also conversion of pro- :
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Cardinal David, on the right, during discussions on the vadecum for the 2026 FABC
Plenary Assembly on _July 25. Photo: FABC

We share a common :

humanity, common dignity, that :

© we promote a civilisation of love.”
The cardinal noted that in the

Bishop Bunjamin added, “We :

© just heard from the Grand Imam
odality isn’t just about a meth- :
od, it’s about a spirituality, it’s
about a lifestyle, it’s a way of being :
Church”, stressing that it is essen-

today in the hall that for him, we :
do not talk anymore about toler- :
ance. We change into unity. Itis :
synodal conversion we are talk- :

Father Devadass remarked, :

““We leave this assembly with
structures within the Church. :
But all of this has to lead to mis- -
sion. That’s why the call to con- :
version is a call to the mission of :
being bridges and bridge build- :
ers”, as symbolised by the Tun- :

renewed hope and confidence ... :
to see greater things by walking :
together as one Church in Asia.” :
He added, “This assembly has :
been a success ... measured not -
simply by the quality of our dis- :

. cussions or the documents that :
© we are going to produce, but by
. the renewed spirit of commun- :
“I was so inspired by that

ion, trust, and shared mission that

: has grown among us... Bishops :
. from across the diverse cultures :
¢ and realities of Asia have listened :

: Churches within Asia.”

deeply to one another, prayed :
together, discerned together, :
[and] strengthened their commit- :
ment to walk together as a Synod- :
al Missionary Church.”

Cardinal David observed that :
the plenary “became an occa- :
sion for us to truly open the door :
for a rich exchange of gifts. So I :
am really very happy about this :
encounter. It’s one of a kind, and :
I think the first time that we real- :
ly took seriously the invitation to
exchange gifts together as local :

Regarding the way forward, it :
was noted that synodal conver- :
sion is ongoing, fostering servant :
leadership, shared discernment, :
renewed structures, and greater
participation of the laity in the life :
and mission of the Church.

Father Devadass noted that :
the final statement had been :
approved and disseminated, and
that a framework for a vademe-
cum [guide] had been developed, :
but was considered a work in :
progress. He said that a com- :
mittee—which will be meeting :

online from August 24—had :
been formed to work on the docu- :
ment and was targeting October
for a first draft, to be reviewed

* by the different bishops’ confer- :

ences across Asia for feedback :
by November. A second draft is :
expected to be ready by Janu- :
ary 2027, with final approval by :
the FABC Central Committee by :
February 2027.

Concerning the laity and :
women, the need for greater par- :
ticipation of laypeople in Church

- life was emphasised, especially as

vocations decline. Father Deva- :
dass noted, “The necessity of the
lay participation in the life of :
the Church... the Church has to
depend on laypeople to help us :
move forward.”

The critical leadership of
women was also noted, with Car- :
dinal David pointing to the inspi- :
ration of Mary Magdalene and :
the first women leaders in the :
Christian community. Cardinal
David said, “Mary Magdalene :
was chosen by the Lord person- :
ally to be an Apostle to the Apos-

© tles... Our Master is Jesus, who
. chose and treated women very
* seriously in the early Christian
: movement.”

Young people were also a focus,

- given the rapid changes brought
. about by Al and social media.
© Cardinal David observed, “Our
: young people have to be accom-
. panied... our young people must
© also accompany us in navigating
. our way through these develop-
‘ ments in our society.”

During the previous day’s

: Regional Table Conversations,
© delegates—grouped into South-
: cast Asia, South Asia, and Cen-
- tral and East Asia—highlighted
© the increasing participation of
. laypeople in the Church and
. envisioned a more collaborative
: model, in which women, young
. people, families, and lay leaders
. played a fuller role in discern-

ment and pastoral life.

Education and interreligious
dialogue likewise emerged as
enduring strengths that continue
to foster peace and human devel-
opment across the continent.

On artificial intelligence, the
assembly recognised both its
opportunities and risks. Cardinal
David remarked on July 26, “I

. do not think we can ever replace

natural human talent.” He not-
ed, “We know there are no mor-
al guardrails yet about the use
of artificial intelligence. It can
be used for the best, it can be
used for the worst ... And that’s
where our young people have to
be accompanied.”

The cardinal noted that Pope

: Leo X1V, in Magnificat Humani-

tas, said that the focus should be
on human dignity, not technol-
ogy. “People forget that artificial
intelligence is also human intel-
ligence. It is a product of human
intelligence, so we need not be
threatened by it. We just have to

Continued on page 2
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Church helps to tackle summertime
vacuum for chsplaced families

HONG KONG (SE): While the :
summer holiday in Hong Kong
sports
and overseas holidays
for ordinary schoolchildren, the :
reality for young asylum seckers :
and refugees is starkly different. :
With limited family resources, :
many are confined to cramped,
stifling subdivided flats, where :
even running an air condition- :
er during the height of summer :
presents a significant financial :
challenge—Tlet alone enrolling in

brings hobby classes,
camps,

costly recreational activities.

To prevent these vulnerable :
young people from becoming
isolated, Catholic organisations :
across the diocese, including the
Society of St Vincent de Paul :
and MercyHK, have stepped for- :
ward with a range of summer ini- :
tiatives designed to offer dignity, :

respite, and hope.

The Refugee Services Group :
of the Society of St Vincent de
Paul launched a variety of sum- :
mer initiatives and long-term :
programmes aimed at fostering
confidence, skills, and social inte- :
gration. In partnership with the :
Pastoral Care for Displaced Peo- :

Above: a computer course organised by the Society of of St. ‘
Vincent de Paul. Right: the first football glass at De La Salle :

Secondary School in Sheung Shui on _July 18. Photos: supplied

ple of the Diocese of Hong Kong, :
the group launched a summer :
. football training programme for
16 young people aged eight to 16. :

The initiative benefited from :

strong community collaboration:

De La Salle Secondary School in
Sheung Shui provided field main- :
tenance and air-conditioned rest :
facilities, while Tuen Mun Cath-
olic Secondary School contrib- :

Cardinal Stephen, second from left, during table
conversations on _July 24. Photo: FABC

FABC...Continued from page 1

cardinal said.

“We just need how to use it :
more intelligently. We’re more :
. the local
Let us not allow Al to make us :
¢ greater sign of God’s presence in
“We acknowledge there is :
. turn will help you be bridge build-
but we leave Jakarta encouraged, :
united, and inspired,” Father :
“The conversa- :
tions begun here will certainly :
: by Ignatius Cardinal Suhar-
our regions, and throughout Asia. :
And we are also confident that the :
seeds planted during these days :
will bear fruit, fruits of conversion :
of hearts, minds, and also leading :
: the continent.

The previous day, on July 25, :
Pope Leo spoke via video mes- :
spiritu- :
- the wisdom of the elderly and the
his disciples today, we know that :

intelligent than the machine.
dumb.,” he said.

much work still lies ahead of us,

Devadass said.

continue in our local Churches,

towards our mission.”

sage, expressing his
al closeness and noting that “as

. Jesus is not only the source of our
. communion with God, but also
learn how to use it properly,” the :
¢ source in the Eucharist.

with one another,” which finds its

“Itis my hope that the bonds of
communion within and between
Churches will be
strengthened and become an ever

your various countries, which in

ers together throughout Asia,” the
pope said.

The closing Mass of the week-
long assembly was presided over

yo, archbishop of Jakarta, and
concelebrated by Bishop Bunja-
min, Filipe Neri Cardinal Fer-
rao, president of the FABC, and
bishops and priests from across

Cardinal Ferrdo called on the
Church to build bridges between
generations by bringing together

creativity of young people.

uted a physical education teacher :

and ten student assistants,

intercultural dialogue.

Maurice Yeung Kwok-leung, :
. convener of the Refugee Servic- :
es Group, said that structured :
sports do far more than pass the
time. He explained that their :
main goal is to empower young
people, as keeping them active :
alongside local peers helps build :
self-confidence, provides gentle :

guidance, and prevents isolation.

Yeung noted with sadness
without positive engage- :
ment, some teenagers fall prey to :
negative influences during long, :
unstructured summers, making :
poor choices that can result in :
criminal records and damage :

that,

their future prospects.

An outdoor day camp is also
scheduled for August 1 to encour- :
age interfaith dialogue, along :
with a family movie afternoon :
and social tea session on August :

22.
Beyond youth sports,

support self-study.

Looking towards autumn, the :
group is preparing Chinese lan- :
guage tutorials, a youth table :
and specialised :
vocational courses in cake design :
and barista skills in partnership :
with Caritas-Hong Kong. Yeung :
hopes that these recognised certi- :
fications will provide transferable :
skills for families facing future :

tennis class,

relocation.

On November 14, the Pas-:

cre-
ating a positive environment for :

adult :
education forms a key part of :
their summer itinerary. An ongo- :
ing 16-session computer course :
is currently helping 10 adult asy- :
lum seckers progress from basic :
smartphone use to essential office :
skills, including email manage- :
ment, document processing, and :
basic graphic design. Graduates
receive formal certificates and :
refurbished laptop computers to :

toral Care for Displaced People :
and Society of St. Vincent de :
Paul will organise a Fun Day for
. the families at La Salle College :

in Kowloon Tong. The event will
bring together students, refugee :
families, and local parishes, with :
© before they were born,”

priests and nuns in attendance.

Complementing these exten- :
sive community programmes, :
crucial :
. frontline relief. Lucia Leung :
Mei-ling, a caseworker at Mer- :
cyHK, explained that families :
living in subdivided units strug-
gle immensely to afford air condi- :
tioning, as government assistance
© provided via International Social :
Service includes an allowance :
of only HK$300 per month for :
. dren’s shelters whose parents

This falls far short of actual :
summer bills, which can easily
exceed HK$1,000. Consequently, :
MercyHK sees a surge in emer- :
gency requests for utility aid eve- :
ry autumn from families unable :
to settle their electricity bills for :
: MercyHK to charter an entire
beyond the :
: financial strain, there is a deep- :
er social concern. With schools :
closed and no planned activi-
ties, young refugees experience :
a complete breakdown in their :
daily routines. Deprived of posi- :
tive outlets and supervision, teen- :
agers are particularly vulnerable :
to negative peer pressure or even

MercyHK  provides

water and electricity.

the previous two months.
She said that,

criminal exploitation.

The struggle is especially acute :
. for second-generation refugees :
born or raised in Hong Kong, as

upon finishing secondary school,
they face a bleak future with lim-
ited options for higher education
or legal employment.

“These children are innocent
of their circumstances, as their
parents came to Hong Kong
she said,
appealing to the wider public
for empathy, understanding, and
personal support.

To alleviate these hardships,
MercyHK, in partnership with
Christian Action, hosted a sum-
mer camp for children aged sev-
en to 14. They also began the
holiday season on June 27 with
a movie screening of Zoy Story 5
for children and parents, along-
side young residents from chil-

are temporarily unable to care
for them.

The initiative gained unex-
pected momentum when photos
of the event were posted online.
Moved by the story, a donor con-
tributed HK$10,000, enabling

cinema on July 17 at iSquare in
Tsim Sha Tsui for an even larger
group of underprivileged chil-
dren.

ENGLISH LESSONS

Refer local friends to
Paul Stables, Oxford grad,
Zoom Video or face to face
near North Point MTR,
P5/6, F1-13, DSE, IELTS
Tel/WhatsApp: 6012 3236
tutorialfield.com.hk




2 AUGUST 2026

SUNDAY EXAMINER

ASIA

FABC message spotlights unity, dialogue,

and renewal following plenary assembly

JAKARTA (SE): The Federation :
of Asian Bishops’ Conferenc- :
es [FABC] concluded its 12th :
Plenary Assembly on July 26 :

by promulgating its “Message

to the Peoples of Asia”, urging :

the Church in Asia to deepen its

societies marked by division, ine-

quality, and rapid change. Cardi- :

nal Stephen Chow, SJ., of Hong

Kong served on the committee :

that drafted the message.

Entitled “You Will See Great- :
er Things” [John 1:50], the mes- :
sage was promulgated at the :
conclusion of the closing Fucha- :
ristic celebration at the Cathedral :
of Our Lady of the Assumption :

in Jakarta on July 26 and signed
by Filipe Neri Cardinal Ferrao,
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

and President of the FABC, on :
behalf of the plenary members.
The message

reflects

the :
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in Asia.”

£

goodwill in Asia,

structures and institutions.

Asian bishops gather at Graha Permuda community hall,

adjacent to_Jakarta

Cathedral. Photo: FABC
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HELP!

THE BIRTHRIGHT SOCIETY

A pregnancy counselling and care service
designed to help any expectant mother with a

PREGNANCY PROBLEM

For free confidential help call:
2337 5551 or 2522 1071 (7:30p.m.— 9:30p.m.)

FABC delegates gathered for : ing democratic spaces, and rapid

technological development.

Mass at Jakarta Cathedral
on _July 26. Photo: FABC

: and social diversity through ongo- :
: ing synodal conversion.

The assembly’s message

. identified numerous challeng-
- es currently facing Asia, such as
. polarisation, weakening global
: institutions, migration, ecological :
© degradation, widening social and
: economic inequalities, shrink- :

Rather than viewing these real-

. itiessolely as obstacles, the bishops
- described them during the event :
as opportunities for renewed mis- :
- sionarywitness. They emphasised :
: education, interreligious dialogue, :
hospitality, care for creation, and :
. astronger commitment to human
© dignity and solidarity.

The bishops also acknowl-
edged clericalism as a persistent
internal challenge that weak-

© ens communion, participation,
: and co-responsibility within the
© Church. In their message, they
called for ongoing pastoral and
synodal conversion, marked by
listening, shared discernment,
and servant leadership.

A central image presented in
the message was Christ as the
““living Bridge” between God and
. humanity, and among peoples.
* The bishops stated that following
. Christ means becoming bridge-
- builders in every local context.

spiritual fruits of the week-long
assembly, which brought togeth- :
er bishops, delegates, partners, :
© and friends from across Asia and
: beyond under the theme “Synod- :
al Conversion and the Mission to :
. Be Bridges and Bridge-Builders :
synodal journey by becoming : :
“bridges and bridge-builders” in :  Addressed to “all peoples of :
the message :
emphasises that synodality is :
““not merely a method of working :
together” but “a path of conver- :
: sion directed toward mission.” Tt :
says genuine renewal begins with -
transformed hearts and relation- :
ships before it reaches Church :

Reflecting on several days :
of prayer, listening, silence, and :
. Conversations in the Spirit, the
- bishops reported reaching a :
: broad consensus. They agreed :
that the Church in Asia is called :
© to build bridges by embracing the

continent’s rich cultural, religious, :

Reflections from the cardinal

By Stephen Cardinal Chow, S.J.

Faith, hope, and a future

have recently completed my pastoral visit to the Hong Kong Catholic
I migrants residing in the United Kingdom. This trip brought me to Edin-

burgh, London, Cambridge, and Birmingham. It covered eight nights and nine days during the third
heat wave in England this year. I am not a lover of heat, and I had just completed a couple of long-haul
trips prior to this pastoral visit. Yet, I must say that I thank the Lord for having made this trip and for the
loving hospitality that I have received throughout the visit.

Of the four cities, I have only been to London a few times in the past. Hence, I was definitely not famil-
iar with the other three cities or the Chinese Catholic communities there, except for a few friends and past
students of mine. But the friendly faces of Hong Kong Catholics assured me that I was with friends, my
sisters and brothers from the same cultural cradle. They welcomed me as the bishop from their hometown.

No matter in which city we met, their expressed sentiments were those of joy, sadness, worry, longing, faith,
and Aope. Though not everyone carried an equal mix of these feelings, some were more positive, and some
were less so. And I must say that although I did not meet anyone harbouring much resentment or anger,
perhaps it was just because they were not the ones who chose to meet with me during this visit. Yet, I have
prayed for their inner peace all the same. And we need ours in Hong Kong.

Their joy was clear to me when they expressed their gratitude and appreciation for their pastors and
spiritual mentors who visited them from the Diocese of Hong Kong. They had made special trips to be
with them, and minister to them in Cantonese. The joy of not being forgotten, but of being remembered
and being cared for, was clear.

Some were sad for having to leave their homeland for different reasons, resulting in a sense of discon-
nection and loss. Some loved their good old Hong Kong and were saddened by the developments in Hong
Kong in recent years. But some simply missed Hong Kong, especially their loved ones and friends. They
left Hong Kong for the opportunities they perceived, a wider horizon, and hopefully, a promising future.

Some were worried about whether they would ever adapt to their new environment and the unexpect-
ed challenges they would face. Maybe this new ‘homeland” was not as secure or promising as they had
hoped. But some were worried about Hong Kong, having read reports and watched images in the media
concerning restrictions on freedoms and civil rights that they used to enjoy while they were residents in
Hong Kong.

While many who came to meet with me were enthusiastic in contributing to the development of their
local faith communities, their contributions were much appreciated by the local Church leaders I met.
However, some found their faith development wanting, so much so that they were longing for support in
their mother tongue. It is interesting to know that some were not used to the relatively sedentary lifestyle
in their parishes, and they have taken the initiative to enrich it with their lay ministries, which are appre-
ciated by their own parish communities.

A growing appetite for religious faith and spirituality, as well as increases in loneliness and quests for
the meaning of life in this hostile world with dwindling external reasons to stay hopeful, are possible con-
tributing factors to the increase in the number of neophytes over the past couple of years. Some of the
local pastors had gone out of their way to welcome them and minister to them using their newly acquired
Cantonese, albeit somewhat limited. They spoke to them about the communion of our faith and the love
of the Mother Church, which has reflected to them the love that is of God.

With faith, they can have hope. They are hopeful that they can make home in their new faith commu-
nities in the UK. They are also hopeful that they and their children can thrive, though not without dif-
ficulties and challenges in the UK. And some of them can even see hope in Hong Kong, which is clearly
not as ‘bad’ as they have feared for a few years ago.

Maybe Hong Kong can also thrive in ways that are beyond their expectations because of the ever-faith-
ful God and the resilience of the people of Hong Kong. We love working, being productive, not accepting
prescribed fate, respect for freedom, internationality as well as our love for Hong Kong and the country.
On top of these, we understand the importance of the “rule of law,” which 1s essentially different from the
“rule by law.” Without these, Hong Kong will lose its charm and good value.

+ Stephen Cardinal Chow, S.J
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Jesus doesn’t want you
to be couch potatoes,
pope tells young people

b i

Pope Leo greets young people after a Jubilee of Youth prayer vigil with hundreds of
thousands of young people in Rome’s Tor Vergata neighborhood in August 2025.

ROME (OSV NEWS): Pope Leo

ness”.

“Jesus doesn’t want you to be

‘young couch potatoes,” compla-
cent or content with the com- :
fort of ‘that’s just the way it’s
always been done,” Pope Leo :
said, quoting the Spanish phrase :
Pope Francis used during his :
2016 World Youth Day speech :
in Krakow. :

In his message sent to young :
people in Chota and Cutervo,
Peru, for the celebration of their :
second Diocesan Youth Day, the
pope urged young people to “feel :
the call to be missionaries in your :
schools, your universities, on your
streets and in your fields.” .

The Church “needs your holy :
rebelliousness, your pure energy, :
and your desire to transform situ- :
ations of suffering into spaces of
hope,” the pope said. “Serve with :
joy, especially the most forgotten, :
for that is where the suffering face :
of Jesus is found.”

It was one of three video mes- :
sages Pope Leo sent to gatherings
of young people around the world
over the weekend.

In a July 26 video message -
to the Halleluya Festival in For- :
taleza, Brazil, Pope Leo pointed :
to the example of St. Carlo Acutis, °
encouraging young people never :
to lose the “missionary zeal that
is indispensable for transforming

Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

© this world, which so desperately
XIV urged young people not to :
be “couch potatoes” in a video :
message on July 25, adding that :
the Church needs their mission- :
ary energy and “holy rebellious- :

needs the gospel.”

. ence and to all things.”

“...feel the call to
be missionaries in
your schools, your
universities, on
your streets and
in your fields’

really matters.”

He said sustaining it requires

: remaining in God’s presence

Speaking in Portuguese, the :
pope said, “In our day, there are :
still many people who need to :
know that it is Jesus who answers :
- their deepest longings, revealing :
to human beings the truth about :
themselves. Therefore, proclaim :
with courage that a life without :
. Christ is a life without grace! He :
1s the way, the truth and the life; it :
is he who gives meaning to exist- :
: ond “Rejoice” National Youth
- Day, Pope Leo reflected on his
© own recent encounters
. young Catholics, from the Jubilee
© of Youth in Rome to a youth vigil
. during his apostolic trip to Spain,
. and said he is looking forward to
: World Youth Day in Seoul, South
. Korea, in August 2027.

through prayer, with “constancy,
perseverance and the firm cer-
tainty that the Father in heaven
never abandons us.”

Quoting Pope Benedict XVI,
he added, “Do not be afraid of
Christ! He takes nothing away,
and he gives you everything.”

In a third video message, sent
to young people gathered in
Lamego, Portugal, for the sec-

with

“It is always special to be with

. young people, because the enthu-
¢ siasm of your faith is infectious!”

Pope Leo told the Brazilian :
youth, “Let us draw inspiration :
© from the example of St. Carlo
. Acutis: He shows us how to keep :
Christ always at the centre, even :
in our use of technology,” urging :
. them to use social media and arti- :
ficial intelligence “in a moderate
. and disciplined way,” and warn- :
ing that such tools can pull peo- :
. ple into “an unreal world where :
the ephemeral, mere appearanc- :
es, and deception end up taking
the place of true values and what :

the pope said.
Pope Leo encouraged them to

: “harness your restlessness so that,

in moments of prayer and silence,
in dialogue with God, you may
ask him: ‘Lord, what do you want
me to do in the Church and in
the world? What is my vocation?
Are you calling me to start a fam-
ily through marriage? Or are you
calling me instead to the priestly
life? Or to the religious life?””
The pope said, “Do not be
afraid of the restlessness within

© you! Make the most of its drive to
The pope acknowledged that :
. the enthusiasm felt at a festival :
like Halleluya can fade over time.

draw even closer to Christ and to
bear witness to the values of the
gospel.”
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Holiness is the Church’s
greatest reform

CHRISTIANS IN EVERY generation look for ways to renew the
Church, talking about plans, reforms, evangelisation, synodality,
and new ideas. But the feast of St. John Mary Vianney on August 4
reminds us that real renewal begins with saints, not strategies.

John Mary Vianney did not seem destined for greatness. He had
trouble with his studies, doubted himself, and was sent to the small
French village of Ars. But through his steady daily ministry there, he
became one of the Church’s greatest pastors. His strength was not a
special talent, but deep holiness. He relied on prayer, the Eucharist,
and long hours in the confessional, letting Christ work through him.

The Church still faces many challenges, such as fewer people
practising their faith, more secular attitudes, less trust in institu-
tions, and rapid technological changes that affect how people con-
nect. Careful planning and good leadership matter, but they cannot
take the place of the power of holiness. In the end, people trust the
Church not just because of how well it works, but because of the real
witness it gives to Jesus Christ.

Pope Francis often pointed to the Curé of Ars as a model for
priests. In his 2019 Letter to Priests, he urged pastors to have “the
courage to put their trust in the Lord,” and reminded them that
fruitful ministry comes from a close relationship with Christ, not
personal success. The saint of Ars shows that true pastoral love
begins in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is lived out in
humble service to others.

Pope Leo XIV shared a similar message in his homily at the start
of his Petrine ministry. He said that “the ministry of Peter is distin-
guished precisely by this self-sacrificing love” and explained that
Christian leadership is “never about capturing others through force,
religious propaganda, or power. Instead, it is always about loving as
Jesus did.” These words remind us of St. John Mary Vianney, who
touched thousands of lives not with influence or power, but with
compassion, prayer, and steady faithfulness to the Gospel.

As the diocese celebrates the Jubilee Year with the theme of hope,
the Curé of Ars reminds us that hope is not just a vague feeling, but
comes from lives changed by grace. Every parish, family, and Chris-
tian community is renewed when ordinary people choose holiness in
daily life. The Church’s future depends
not only on what we build, but on who
we become.

The feast of St. John Mary Vianney
invites all of us—bishops, priests, reli-
gious, and lay people—to find the path
of real renewal again. The Church
needs saints more than celebrities. Eve-
ry true reform in her history started
with people who let Christ change their
own hearts first. This is still the best
way to renew the Church and bring
 hope to the world. jose, cMF
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Wise as serpents: protecting domestic
workers from financial scams

HONG KONG (SE): Facing acute
financial pressures compounded :
by distance from home and unex- :
pected family emergencies, for- :
eign domestic workers in Hong :
Kong remain uniquely vulner- :
able to exploitation. In response, :
the Diocesan Commission for :
Integral Human Development :
hosted two financial literacy and :
anti-scam workshops on July 5 Y w’
and July 19, with plans to expand

the initiative to more parishes.

Alongside these educational :
efforts, the commission is urging
employers to foster open dialogue
during periods of financial strain, :
advocating understanding rather :

than immediate dismissal.

Jackie Hung Ling-yu, a pro- :
ject officer at the commission, :
. Father Bellati and Mandap with participants at St. Partick’s Church on_July 19. Photo: supplied
victim to scams, debt, or illegal
: their visas or ATM cards, or join
. high-interest money schemes.
to greed or dishonesty. Rather, :

explained that many workers fall

money laundering schemes. She
emphasised that this is rarely due

workers are vulnerable because

they live far from their families,
often face sudden financial pres- :
sures or medical bills back home,

and are targeted by manipulative
scammers.

Cultural vulnerabilities

and dialogue

She said cultural differences also
play a major role. Coming from

their bank accounts or identity
ness, unaware of the severe legal
risks involved.

If employers discover their
workers are in financial trouble

to talk things through and to treat

hold, rather than sacking them
immediately.

ers or accuse them of dishonesty
in these situations,” Hung noted.

and better communication can
ishesinterested in co-hosting these
talks are encouraged to contact
the commission.

OnJuly 19, asession washeld at
St. Patrick’s Church in Wang Tau

sion for Migrant Workers and the

values.

Mandap, who is also a law- :
yer, warned workers never to pay :
upfront recruitment fees, lend :

I

b e
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Instead, she recommended secure

ers to contact support groups like

the Mission for Migrant Workers
- ifthey encounter difficulties.

Father Bellati reminded

attendees to be “wise as serpents
: and innocent as doves” [Matthew
: 10:16]. He explained that while
© practical intelligence is essential
© to avoid scams, it must always be
close-knit, supportive commu- :
nities, many workers see lending :

guided by faith and a good heart.
He warned against greed,

: emphasising that an excessive
documents as a simple act of kind- :

focus on wealth can damage one’s

- relationship with God. “Money
- should be used as a practical tool
© to help others, rather than becom-
- inganidol,” he noted.

due to a scam, Hung urges them

Addressing hardship, Father

. Bellati encouraged those who
the worker as part of the house- :
: strength through prayer and for-
. giveness, rather than letting bit-
“Employers often fire work- :
. suffering as an opportunity for
- spiritual growth and resilience.

‘However, I believe open dialogue :

have been cheated or hurt to seek

terness take over. He viewed

Finally, he stressed that iso-

. lation makes individuals much
lead to far better outcomes.” Par- :

more vulnerable to harm. Being

: part of a supportive community,
- where workers can share experi-
© ences and seek advice, is essential
- for both their spiritual well-being
- and practical protection.

Hom, co-organised with the Mis- :
- the deep emotional toll of work-
Church. Speakers Daisy Mandap, :
editor of The Sun HK, and Father
Franco Bellati of the Pontifical :
Institute for Foreign Missions, :
offered advice on avoiding scams, :
unscrupulous agencies, and legal :
traps while maintaining personal :

The event also touched on

ing overseas. Several attendees
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: shared stories of failed marriages, :
- highlighting the sad reality that
 many travel abroad to support
: savings options, such as the Pag- :
IBIG MP?2 fund, and urged work-
© time.

their families, only to see those
relationships deteriorate over
the

Additionally, speakers

¢ drew attention to systemic issues, :

© in Causeway Bay. Michelle Wong,
. a barrister, presented an anti-
* scam guide tailored to domestic
: workers.

She warned workers to watch

* out for common warning signs,
: such as promises of unrealis-
* tic investment returns, fake IDs,
: romance scams, blackmail, phish-
- ing links, and payment tricks. For
© example, in an overpayment
: scam, a fraudster deposits a fake
¢ cheque and requests an urgent
© partial refund for the pending bal-
- ance before the cheque bounces.

Wong warned that scams can

: result in both financial ruin and
- serious legal consequences. Even

unintentional involvement, such

- as lending a bank account, can
* lead to up to 14 years in prison for
: money laundering, deportation,

* dismissal, and a ban on future

criticising companies in the Phil- :

. ippines for ignoring workers® :
* rights and noting gaps in Hong
: Kong law, such as weak protec-
. tions against human trafficking.

Earlier, on July 5, the commis-

sion held a talk for Indonesian :

- 18222,

workers at Christ the King Chapel

employment.
To stay safe, she advised work-

¢ ers never to share bank details or

PIN, to verify all transactions, to

- report fraud to the police imme-

diately with evidence saved, and
to call the anti-scam helpline on

Pope Leo appeals for dialogue,
diplomacy, prayers for just peace
in Holy Land, Middle East

(OSV NEWS/VATICAN NEWS): :
“I continue to follow with deep :
concern the ongoing and esca- :
lating violence in the Holy Land, :
where, in recent days, many civil- :
ians, both in the West Bank and :
in Gaza, have once again fallen :
victim,” Pope Leo XIV said on :
July 26 as he renewed his urgent :
appeals for peace in the Holy :
Land and across the Middle East :
during his Angelus address in :
Castel Gandolfo. :

“I make a heartfelt appeal for a :
return to negotiations to achieve :
a just political solution, founded :
on the equal dignity and equal :
rights of every human person,” he :
continued. “At the same time, I :
urge the rejection of further mili-
tary actions and unilateral deci- :
sions, especially those that violate :
the respect for and the status quo
of the holy places of every reli- :
gion.”

Throughout the Middle :
East, he said, “the intensifica- :
tion of military operations has :
once again brought violence and :
destruction, placing the lives of :
countless civilians in grave dan- :
ger and worsening the shortages :
of drinking water and electricity.” :

The Associated Press reported

. to avert a return to all-out war.”

Photo: OSV News/Remo Casilli, Reuters

late July 25 that the US military
had “paused its airstrikes on Iran :
after nearly two weeks of intensi- :

. fied bombing, while diplomatic :

efforts have pushed forward to try :

On July 24 in the occupied :
West Bank, four Palestinians and
two Israeli soldiers were killed :
near a Palestinian village in a
confrontation that added to the :
growing toll, as Israeli settler vio- :
lence has intensified against Pal- :
estinians, according to Reuters.

“I urge all parties involved to :

suspend their attacks and urgent-
ly reopen avenues of dialogue
and diplomacy, so that the peace
so greatly desired by the entire
region may be achieved without

. delay,” Pope Leo said.

The pope encouraged every-
one to continue praying for all
people throughout the world who
are suffering because of war.

“May the Lord touch hearts
and enlighten the minds of those
in positions of responsibility, so

. that reconciliation and peace

may soon prevail,” he said.
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Mixed receptlon for Marcos ﬁfth SONA

MANILA  (AGENCIES):

“The

regime’s

industries—specifically

Pax Silica, Tampakan Mining,
the Angat Dam, and Isla Verde :

liquefied gas.

Carlos Isagani Zarate, a law- :
yer and former representative for :
Bayan Muna, branded the speech
an outright failure, describing the :

- Power Industry Reform Act by .

SONA as filled with populist rhet-

oric butlacking concrete solutions. :
He also noted the absence of ini- :
tiatives to address the worsening
economic burden on the Filipino :

people.
Charlito Manlupig,

nas’ [New Philippines| agenda,”

and pointed out that nearly half :
the speech focused on accom- :
plishments and ongoing initia- :
tives, while promising economic :
relief through expanded income
tax exemptions and social safety :

nets for workers.

Regarding the Bangsamoro :
Autonomous Region in Muslim :
Mindanao, Manlupig noted that :
Marcos focused solely on energy :
security, notably omitting men- :
tion of the region’s fragile peace :
. such as heat in wires and trans-

He added that the president :
also sidestepped the issue of :
rescheduling the first Bangsam- :
oro Parliament election, expect- :
ed to take place on September :
14, despite prior pleas from peace

process.

coalitions.
Meanwhile,

chair- :
person of the lobby group Kusog :
Mindanaw, observed, “It lacked
a clear 10-year roadmap for the :
administration’s ‘Bagong Pilipi- :

The |
fifth SONA [state of the nation : |,
address] by Philippine president, : [
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., delivered
on July 27, received mixed reac- :
tions, according to media reports. -

Father Raymond Ambray, :
director of the Indigenous Peo- : |
ples” Apostolate in the Diocese :
of Tandag, Cagayan de Oro, :
criticised what he described as :
Marcos’ glaring omission of envi- : |
ronmentalissues, UCANreported. :
aggressive © S
expansion of agri-industries has :
dispossessed the Lumads [indig- :
enous people] of their ancestral :
lands,” Father Ambray said on :
July 27. He also condemned the
government’s push for extractive :
citing :
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Thousands marched along Commonwealth Avenue toward the Batasang Pambansa
Complex in Quezon City on July 27, ahead of Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s fifth State of the
Nation Address. Photo: LiCAS News/ Jire Carreon

“If the government
can allocate time
and resources
to be aiming to
launch rockets into
space, we can most
definitely build
a 100 per cent
renewable energy-
based power sector’

congress, while welcome, would
not substantially reduce power
costs without broader reforms to
the country’s energy policies.
System loss refers to electricity
lost because of technical factors,

formers, and nontechnical causes,
including pilferage.

The Power for People Coali-
tion [ P4P] welcomed Marcos’ call
for the amendment, but said the
government must also address

. high generation charges and the
LiCAS  News
reported that the president’s pro- :
posal to remove system loss charg-
es from electricity bills, through
an amendment to the Electric :

country’s dependence on import-
ed coal and gas.

“The elimination of system loss
charges is a good step, but it’s
absurd to present it as novel in his

Sexual Violence Victims’ Helplines

In an emergency dial 999 police response within 30 minutes
Rain Lily : 2375 5322 (will also come to meet you)
Bethune House Refuge 2522 8264 — Emergency 9488 9044
Christian Action : 2739 6193
St. John’s Cathedral : 2522 8264
Helpers for Domestic Workers : 2523 4020
Equal Opportunities Commission : 2511 8211
Police Hotline : 2527 7177

fifth SONA,”

P4P convenor Ger- .
© 1y Arances said in a statement on :
¢ July 27. :
: Arances noted that consumers :
. had been calling for the removal :
. of unfair charges from electricity :
. bills for decades. '
: “The administration cannot :
. expect a pat on the back for too :
: little too late—especially when it
. keeps ignoring the biggest extra :
: charge in our power bills: high

© said,

fuel costs,” he said.

consumers.” He said,

pay forit.”

: cos
© energy as a response to the ener-
- gy crisis and his call for Congress
. to pass the proposed “Sariling
- Kuryente” Act. which seeks to
© make household solar panels and
© battery storage systems casier and
- more affordable to install.

. high generation rates, the coun-
. try’s dependence on imported fos-
- sil fuels, and policies that allow
 power companies to pass fuel cost
© increases on to consumers.

It called for an overhaul of

© the wider policy and regulatory
. framework governing the eclec-
* tricity industry, not only the pro-
© visions covering system loss.

The coalition welcomed Mar-
’ recognition of renewable

However, it opposed the

. administration’s plans to pursue
* nuclear energy and expand gas
. development.

Marcos also announced that

© hydrogen power projects were
. in the pre-development stage in
© Marinduque,
. boanga Sibugay, Basilan, and
. other areas.

During his address, Marcos :
“It is time to remove the :
system loss charges passed on to
“Consum- :
ers are not responsible for system -
- loss, soit is not right to make them :

Masbate, Zam-

P4P described nuclear power
and expanded gas development
as “dangerous and costly distrac-
tions.”

Arances said, “If the gov-
ernment can allocate time and

: resources to be aiming to launch

P4P said the amendment pro- :
posal, as it stood, would leave :
the larger problems in the power :
sector unaddressed, pointing to

rockets into space, we can most
definitely build a 100 per cent
renewable energy-based power
sector.”

Vatican to host first Confucian-
Christian conference 1in Korea

VATICAN (UCAN): The Vatican’s :
Dicastery for Interreligious Dia- :
logue plans to host its first Con-
fucian-Christian colloquium in :
South Korea, convening clergy, :
scholars, and practitioners from :
12 countries to explore ways to :
build a better, more humane soci- :

ety.

Great Unity.”

Organisers said the meeting :
will examine the Christian vision :
of “a new heaven and a new :
earth” from the Book of Revela- :
tion and the Confucian ideal of :
Great Unity, or datong, found :
in the Book of Rites, Catholic :

Times of Korea reported.

The local organisers include
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference :
of Korea, Sungkyunkwan Uni- :

versity and Sogang University.

The August 4-5 colloqui-
um, scheduled to take place at :
Sogang University’s Jeong Ha- :
sang Hall in Seoul, plans to dis- :
cuss the theme “Dialogue on the :
Contribution of Christianity and :
Confucianism to an Ideal Socie- :
ty: New Heaven, New Earth, and

The colloquium
comes as the
Vatican’s dialogue
office continues
efforts to deepen
engagement
with followers of

karatne Kodithuwakku

Batairwa Kubuya.
Confucian

gy, religious, theologians,
losophers, and those engaged in

colloquium.

The colloquium comes as the

. Vatican’s dialogue office contin-
© ues efforts to deepen engagement
. with followers of Confucian tra-
: ditions.

In 2024, the dicastery and

: Fu Jen Catholic University in
: Taiwan organised a meeting
. on guidelines and prospects for
Christian-Confucian dialogue
. [Sunday Examiner,

Confucian traditions. : ***

17 March

Vatican News reported at the

E— . time that the Taiwan meeting
vakad, prefect of the Dicastery :
for Interreligious Dialogue, is :
expected to attend the colloqui- :
: um, along with dicastery officials
including Father Indunil Jana- :
Kan-:
kanamalage and Father Paulin :
. benevolent governance and eco-
and Catholic :
scholars from Cambodia, Chi- :
na, Hong Kong, Indonesia, and :
: the United States, including cler-
phi- :
© go, the journal of the Dicastery for
interreligious and cultural dia- :
- logue, are expected to attend the :
George Jacob Cardinal Koo- : 3

was seen as a “‘significant step for-
ward” in drafting guidelines for
dialogue with followers of Con-
fucianism.

The Seoul colloquium is
expected to explore universal
fraternity, virtuous leadership,

logical responsibility at a time
of social division, environmental
crisis and ethical uncertainty.
The organisers said the results
will be published in Acta Pro Dialo-

Interreligious Dialogue, to sup-
port the continued development

. of Christian-Confucian dialogue.
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Asian Church urged to respond boldly to
social, pastoral, and environmental challenges

JAKARTA (UCAN): Speaking dur- :
ing the 12th Plenary Assembly of :
the Federation of Asian Bishops
Conferences [FABC] in Jakar- :
ta, Indonesia, on July 23, rep- :
resentatives of Misereor, Missio :
Munich, Porticus, Missio Aachen, :
the Archdiocese of Cologne, and
the Catholic Agency for Over- :
seas Development [CAFOD] :
challenged the Church in Asia :
to remain relevant by listening to
local communities and respond- :
ing to urgent social, environmen- :
tal, and pastoral issues. :

The assembly, held under the :
theme “The Call to Synodal :
Conversion and the Mission to :
Be Bridges and Bridge-Builders :
in Asia,” brought Church leaders
and partners together to reflect :
on how the Church can respond :
more credibly to the region’s :
changing pastoral, social, and :
ecological realities.

Father Andreas Frick, direc- :
tor general of Misereor, said one :
question has shaped his minis- :
try since he began leading the :
German Catholic bishops’ devel- :
opment agency: “How can the :
Church respond credibly and :
meaningfully to the challenges of
today and tomorrow?”

Using the plemary’s image of :
bridge-building, he said build- :
ing bridges also means “building -
tunnels” by creating connections
from below with strong founda- :
tions. :
Father Frick said the Church :
must remain a prophetic voice :
for people on the margins and an
advocate for justice, peace, and :
ecological conversion.

He said synodality also :
requires broader participation in -
Church life, especially by wom- :
en, young people, and laypeople. :
“Ensuring dignity, respect, and °
safe spaces for them remains one :
of our important responsibilities,” :
he said. :

Branka Begic, programme :
manager for Asia at Mis- :
sio Munich, said international :
Church partnerships should be :
rooted in personal relationships :
rather than a donor-recipient :
model. '

“We do not simply want to :
express solidarity; above all, we :
want to listen to you and learn :
from you,” she said.

Begic said the universal
Church should be understood :
as a communion in which local
Churches share their gifts while :
receiving from others.

“Both sides have something
to give and something to receive :
as brothers and sisters in Christ,”
she said.

Pushpa Joseph, Porticus’ pro- :
gramme manager for Asia, said :

Branka Begic, programme manager for Asia at Missio
Munich, on July 23. Photo: FABC

synodality must be formed in eve-

ryday life, not only discussed at :

Church gatherings.
She said it is “not primari-

¢ ly about structures or processes,”

but begins with the conversion of
hearts, relationships, and the way
people walk together.

“Synodality grows through for-
mation, listening, participation,
and relationships founded on
trust,” Joseph said.

‘Our shared
mission is rooted in
responding to the
cry of the Earth and
the cry of the poor
through an integral
human development
approach inspired
by Laudato S’/

Karina Struck of Missio
Aachen said international part-

 ners must support local Church-

es in leading their own mission
priorities.

She said the FABC assembly
gave her agency an opportuni-
ty to hear directly from Church
leaders in Asia about their con-

: cerns, ideas, and hopes.

“Your presence within local
communities and your dedication
to those most in need make you

- irreplaceable partners in bring-

ing hope and dignity to so many
people,” Struck said

She added that the discussions
could strengthen a shared vision

. and deepen cooperation among

dioceses and Church institutions.
Alessandro Chieregato of the
Archdiocese of Cologne said the

. archdiocese is revising its support

for Church projects in Asia after
more than 50 years of funding

© pastoral infrastructure.

. funding guidelines to include :
friendly, :
© income-generating projects that
© also help reduce operating costs,” :
: opment approach inspired by
. Laudato St he said.

. environmentally

he said.
: Chieregato said the revised

. approach also requires stronger :
protections for children and vul-
. nerable people. The archdiocese :
- wants to help partners improve :
© environmental and financial sus- :
. tainability while implementing :
© effective safeguarding policies, he
: serve, he said.

Dominic Jermey, the UK :
. ambassador to Indonesia and :
. Timor-Leste, speaking on behalf :
. of CAFOD, said that care for :
© creation is part of the Church’s :
© shared mission with communities :
. affected by social injustice and :
“We are now expanding our :

. said.

the climate crisis.

“Our shared mission is rooted
in responding to the cry of the
Earth and the cry of the poor
through an integral human devel-

Jermey said the Church’s
credibility in addressing climate
change comes from its presence
in local communities. Bishops,
priests, religious, pastoral work-
ers, young people, and lay faith-
ful are trusted by the people they

He said CAFOD’s role is to
support the Church in Asia and
accompany its regional leader-
ship while helping strengthen the
voices, priorities, and lived expe-
riences of people most affected by
social injustice and the climate

©Crisis.

Cardinal calls for patient

accompaniment at Philippine
evangelisation conference

MANILA (LICAS NEWS): Jose

Cardinal Advincula of Manila

urged Catholics to accompa-:
ny people patiently rather than :
pressure them to change, insist-:
ing that genuine friendship must :
make room for growth, failure,

and healing.

accompanies.”

The conference opened at :
the University of Santo Tomas :
Quadricentennial Pavilion under :
the theme “Sangkay,” the Waray- :

Binisaya word for friend.

Drawing from the gospel :
account of the wedding at Cana, :
the cardinal proposed three vir- :
tues for Christian friendship: :
hinay-hinay [gentleness], kanu-:
nay [steadfastness|, and buligay :

[mutual sharing].

He said Mary showed gentle :
care when she noticed that the :
weddinghosts had run out of wine. :
Rather than forcing Jesus to act, :

“she simply presented the need”
and trusted God’s timing.

said.

The cardinal observed that :
impatience can strain relation- :
ships when people expect others :
to forgive, recover, understand, or :

change quickly.

Parents can become frustrat- :

quickly from hurt or failure.

is alanguage of love.”

ues to work in every person.
Cardinal  Advincula

fades.

daily life becomes ordinary.

rhythm of daily prayer.

ment.

amid the ordinary,” he said.

ed with their children, while chil-
. dren may lose patience with aging
parents, he said. Friends may also :
expect one another to recover too

“A true friend knows how to :
wait, because waiting is also an :
: actoflove,” he said. “Gradualness :

In his homily during the open- : :
ing Mass of the 12th Philippine :
Conference on New Evangelisa- :
tion on July 24, Cardinal Advin- :
cula said that, in true friendship, :

“love mnever forces, but simply :

He urged people to accompany :
rather than control their friends, :
encourage rather than pressure :
them, and trust that God contin- :

: and there are moments when oth-
also :
warned against abandoning rela- :
tionships, communities, or spiritu- :
al commitments when enthusiasm
© steward, the guests, and the bride

Every relationship and voca-:
tion, he said, eventually reaches a :
point when “we run out of wine™— :
when excitement disappears, and :

“In_friendships, constant con- :
versations give way to occasional :
. messages,” he said, while the joy :
of a retreat or conversion experi- :
ence can give way to the ordinary :
. and also how to accept help,” he
The cardinal said people often :
. “mistake intensity for love” and so :
. look for another source of excite-

“Mary’s care is gentle because : :
it respects the pace of God’s work :
and the readiness of people to :
cooperate,” Cardinal Advincula :

attend Mass when they do not feel
inspired, forgive while the hurt
remains, and serve even when
their work goes unnoticed.

“Iriendship is not built on
intense moments of dramatic
emotions, but on steadfast trust,”
he said.

The cardinal also called for
relationships based on mutu-
al support rather than one-sid-
ed dependence. “There are
moments when we carry others,

ers carry us,” he said.

He noted the miracle at Cana
unfolded through the participa-
tion of Mary, the servants, the

and groom.

“Each one shared in the service
and mission of Jesus. No one does
everything alone,” he said.

Cardinal Advincula urged
people to share their time, tal-
ents, faith, and experience while
remaining willing to receive help
from others.

“True love knows how to help

said.
The cardinal said a Church
rooted in friendship must become

. a community where burdens are

“But love is not found in inten- :
sity, but in fidelity, in constancy :
: mutuality of friendship, no one

Cardinal Advincula point-:
ed to the water that Jesus trans- :
formed into wine at Cana as a :
sign that faithfulness is often :
expressed through ordinary acts. :
- He said that Catholics continue :
to pray even when prayer feels dry, :

shared.
“In a Church that is built on the

walks alone,” he said.

Cardinal Advincula closed
by urging participants to care
for others without rushing their
growth, remain faithful in ordi-
nary moments, and share in the
mission of Jesus.
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The dangers confronting the
International Criminal Court

he peace and security of :
Tall people depends on the :
establishment and imple-
mentation ofastrongrule oflawin :
all nations. Otherwise, chaos and
atrocities of all kinds—including :
war crimes—will prevail, like :
what is happening in a number of
countries.
There are currently over 20 :
permanent and active interna- :
tional tribunals operating glob- :
ally, and the international rule :
of law is upheld, in great part, by :
the International Criminal Court :
[ICC]. '
The ICC was established on :

1 July 2002, after 60 countries :
ratified its founding treaty, the :
Rome Statute. The treaty itself :
was adopted by 120 nations dur-
ing the Rome Conference on 17 :
July 1998. The court was creat- :
ed as a permanent judicial body :
to address several critical gaps in
global justice, so as to end the :
impunity that heads of state or :
government and war criminals :
sometimes hide behind and go :
beyond the reach of justice.
They had become so powerful
and beyond rebuke in their own :
countries that courts there would
be incapable or unwilling to pros- :
ecute them for the atrocities they :
committed. :

Before the ICC, the United :

¢ threatened a

Nations had to create slow and :
temporary ad hoc courts to han- :
dle specific cases, such as the :
Nuremberg trials after World :

- War I, or the 1990s tribunals for :

Rwanda and the former Yugosla- :
via. The ICC was formed to serve :
as a permanent, standing insti-

: tution to hold leaders accused of :

crimes against humanity or war :
crimes to account.

Based in The Hague, the :
Netherlands, the court operates :
to send a clear message to political :
and military leaders that crimes :

: against humanity, or war and :

aggression, will not be tolerated.

Severe rhetoric
According to a report in the :
Guardian newspaper, renowned :
for its fierce independent report- :
ing, United States president, Don- :
ald Trump, has repeatedly used :
severe rhetoric on Iran, threat- :
ening to wipe it “off the face of :
this Earth,” and saying a “whole :
civilisation will die” if Tehran
attempted to assassinate him or :

. refused to comply with Washing- :
- office.

ton’s demands. :
In late March and early April, :

- Trump issued an ultimatum to :

Iran, demanding that it reopen :
the Strait of Hormuz. He also :
“complete demo- :
lition” of Iran’s bridges, power :

New bishop ordained

in Chin

(SE): On June 15, Pope Leo XIV appointed Father Joseph Chang Yan-
feng as Bishop of Chifeng, Inner Mongolia, China, under the Provi-
sional Agreement on the Appointment of Bishops, which was reached
between the Holy See and Beijing in 2018 during Pope Francis’s pon-

tificate.

Bishop Chang was ordained to the episcopate on July 22, the fourth
since Pope Leo was elected to the papacy.

Between 2010 and 2013, he worked in the diocesan curia while also
serving in several parishes. He was later appointed parish priest of
both Chifeng Cathedral and Lindong. Since 15 October 2021, he has
served as the diocesan administrator of Chifeng.

Bishop Chang was born on 4 April 1984 in Beizhen, Liaoning
Province. He attended Shenyang Major Seminary and later studied at
the Catholic University of Daejeon in South Korea, where he obtained
a degree in Biblical Theology. He was ordained as a priest for the Dio-
cese of Chifeng on 18 November 2010.

Photo: Sasun Bughdaryan on Unsplash

plants, and desalination facilities,
: warning on April 7 that the US :

would bomb the country “back to
the Stone Age.” :

He eventually postponed the :
strikes on civilian infrastructure, :
but has resumed air strikes across :
Iran. If he strikes civilian infra- :
structure, the president himself :
and members of his administra- :
tion could be prosecuted for war :
crimes or crimes against human- :
ity, especially once they’re out of :

Under international law, the :
general targeting of purely civil- :
ian infrastructure like power :
plants, bridges and water systems
is prohibited and typically consti- :
tutes a war crime. However, there -
are exceptions to whether a spe- :
cific strike is legally classified as :
a war crime, depending on strict
criteria regarding military neces-
sity, dual-use capabilities, and :
proportionality.

Hitting a power plant or water :
purification facility would cause :
civilian deaths or severe disease :
that would lack proportionality :
and be classified as a war crime. :
Such actions are fraught with :
severe repercussions for perpe- :
trators like being branded a war :
criminal and charged before the -
ICC or other international tribu- :
nals. :

As threats of massive destruc- :
tion of civilian infrastructure :
mounted and repeated, they drew -
a response from numerous law- :
makers, international law experts, :
humanitarian groups, and retired :
military lawyers. They have all :
publicly warned Trump that tar- :
geting civilian infrastructure :
could constitute a war crime. For :
example, Massachusetts rep-:
resentive, Seth Moulton, told :
MSNBC that “bombing civil- :
ian power infrastructure is a
war crime,” directly challenging :
Trump’s assertions that he was :

“not at all” concerned about poten- :
tial war crimes. :

More than 100 US-based :

legal experts and international

practitioners signed a joint let- :
ter, published in the Just Secu- :
© rity policy journal, that warned :
that Trump’s threats to destroy :
infrastructure that are indispen- :
sable to civilian survival—leav- :

ing a nation in a condition where

it “could literally never rebuild™— :
would entail war crimes if imple-

mented.

This  criticism,

or not.
Awaiting trial
Former  president, Rodri-:

go Duterte, 1s detained in The
Hague as he awaits trial for his :
alleged crimes against humani- :
ty for his so-called war on drugs :
during his term, in which as many
© as 30,000 people were allegedly

shot dead by his “death squads”

that included police officers and
vigilantes, many of whom were :

rewarded.

Leaders who feel they are crit- :
icised can retaliate. This writer :
was charged in a court for calling :
on a Davao City leader to stop the
killing of street youth and human :
rights workers. This writer fought
- this legal battle for a year and ulti-

mately won when the mayor with-
drew the charges.

In 2024, the IC.C issued arrest :

warrants for Israeli prime min-

ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and :
former defense chief, Yoav Gal- :
lant, for crimes against humanity
for their relentless attacks against :
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip :
and the West Bank in retaliation :
for Hamas’ war-sparking attacks :
in southern Israel on 7 October :
2023, that left at least 1,200 Israe- :

lis dead.

As of July 2026, at least 73,250

perhaps, :
encouraged the president torenew -
© his rhetoric against any such legal :
move to hold him accountable :
before the ICC, whether in office :

© to occupy and control all of the
. Palestinian  territories and elimi-
* nate or deport the Palestinians.
. There are approximately 5.56
- million Palestinians living in
. those territories.

: The US was not pleased when,
“in 2020, the ICC opened an
. investigation into alleged crimes
: by American forces in Afghani-
© stan and in “CIA [Central Intel-
: ligence Agency] black sites” in
. Europe. That investigation, now
. dormant, had already prompt-
. ed sanctions against former ICC
prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda.

: On July 13, the Trump admin-
¢ istration launched a “diplomatic
campaign” against the ICC as an
institution, led by US secretary of
state, Marco Rubio.

“As we speak, the ICC and its
friends are waging war against
: our country,” Rubio claimed.
: “Not with bullets and missiles, but
with statutes and compacts and
. the force of so-called internation-
o allaw.”

We will use “all the tools at
our government’s disposal,” he
added, “working beside every ally
with whom we can make com-
mon cause. We will dismantle the
i (OOh

The Trump administration
. insists the ICC has “no jurisdic-
tion over US persons—anywhere
in the world.” It intends to per-
suade other nations to withdraw
their support from the interna-
tional court under threat of can-
cellation of aid if they don’t.

Another tactic used by the
: US is imposing sanctions on
ICC prosecutors and judges, like
blocking credit cards, and block-
© ing them from banking and
online platforms. It’s like a “finan-
cial death penalty,” one official
said. Even an international travel
ban on ICC prosecutors and judg-
esis being suggested——all these
sanctions, just for doing their jobs.
: In June 2026, sanctioned
- ICC judges, Kimberly Prost of
: Canada, Solomy Balungi Bossa
of Uganda, and Reine Alapini-
: Gansou of Benin filed a lawsuit
in a Manhattan federal court
against the Trump administra-
tion. They argued that the US
executive orders are unlawful,
abuse of national emergency pow-
ers, and exert illicit, extrajudicial
pressure designed to coerce and
punish judges for their independ-
ent judicial decisions.

We hope the rule of law will
prevail everywhere.

and 1,109 Palestinians have been
killed in Gaza and the Isracli- :

occupied West Bank since then. :
Their long-term plan, it seems, is

Father Shay Cullen
Preda.org
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| practise true repentance by changing my old, wrongful hab-
its. For instance, if | have wronged others or my family, or acted
against God’s will, | strive to ensure it does not happen again; |
pray, ask for forgiveness for my actions, and seek guidance for
the changes | need to make. While | cannot promise never to
sin again, | ensure that | seek forgiveness daily through prayer, =
express genuine remorse, and constantly ask for guidance. |
make amends for my mistakes, strive to set things right, and carefully consider
my future actions. After all, true repentance should not be merely in words; it
must be accompanied by deeds.

— Cresille Joyce Credito

True repentance means admitting my sins, asking God for for-
~ giveness, turning away from them, and making a daily effort to
 live according to his will through prayer, obedience, and lov-
ing others.

— Ian Iohn Bryan Laktumbo

Just as we must eat daily to survive, we need daily repentance
to thrive. Repentance doesn’t automatically make us holy; rath-
er, it acknowledges our human fragility and our need for God’s
strength. True repentance rarely involves dramatic gestures. |
Instead, it is found in small, deliberate daily shifts: swapping
late-night scrolling for Scripture, pausing to pray, or choosing
calm humility over complaining. These small changes align
our hearts with Jesus’ call to serve others.

— Brother Leo Linga

| practise true repentance every day through my morning hab-
its: praying the Holy Rosary, reading the Daily Scriptures, and
attending online or in-person Mass. This daily practice guides
me in my encounters, helping me show love and patience to
my family and everyone | meet.

— Lorna Magtoto

For me, true repentance isn't just about saying “sorry”. It is real-
ly shown through our actions—in the gradual change of our
character and attitude every day. Whenever | know I've made a
mistake, | try to humble myself, admitting it to myself and to the
Lord without any excuses. It is truly a daily choice to choose

what is right, even in the little things that no one else sees but

God.

— Helena Faustina Rafanan

True repentance goes beyond saying “I'm sorry”—it is a life-
| long commitment to self-reflection and change. Each day,
| examine my actions, seek God’'s forgiveness, and make
amends with those I've hurt. When [ inevitably fall short, | rely
on God’s mercy to help me stand up and try again. For me,
repentance is actively demonstrated through daily kindness,
patience, and honesty. It is less about achieving perfection
and more about daily growth, aligning my life with God’s will, and letting my
actions reflect a transformed heart. — Grenie Rejes

Return to the Lord your God, for he s gracious
and compassionate, slow to anger
and aﬁouncﬁng in love — Joel 2:13
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n memory o

a ﬁlitﬁ [ servant
at the ‘DPCF

A memorial Mass for Fe Nengasga-
Bental (right) on July 17 offered by
Father Jun Jacobe and Father Arjay
Venus.

e Filipino community mourned the
loss of Fe Nengasga-Bental, a long-
time staff member of the Diocesan

Pastoral Centre for Filipinos who passed away at the age of 58 on July 7.
Bental came to Hong Kong in 1996. She worked at the pastoral centre
from January 2002 to February 2023.
A funeral Mass and cremation service was held on July 15 at the Cape

Collinson Crematorium in Chai Wan. The service was led by Filipino
chaplain Father Jay Flandez, alongside Oblate Father Ronnie Gicalao,
and was attended by Bental’s family and friends.

Before the Mass, Sister Ciorazon Demetillo, director of the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre for Filipinos (DPCF) paid tribute to her. The Good Shep-
herd sister spoke of Bental’s life and described her as a dedicated staff
member welcoming everyone who came to the centre, a loving wife to
her husband, Andy, and a devoted mother to her children, Neil, Ian, and
Sarah.

In his homily, based on the Gospel of John, Father Gicalao focused on
Jesus’ promise, “I am the resurrection and the life,” which offers believers
the hope of eternal life. He noted that a life shaped by love, sacrifice, and
faith, such as Bental’s, is a true testament to that promise.

On July 17, a memorial Mass was celebrated at the DPCF, presided over
by Father Jun Jacobe oM1, with Father Arjay Venus SVD, concelebrating,
with the urn containing Bental’s ashes before the altar.

Drawing on a 16-year friendship, Father
Jacobe shared how Bental’s life was deeply
rooted in her devotion to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. He explained that her capacity for
selfless love, which she gave generously to
her family both in Hong Kong and the Phil-
ippines, was directly inspired and sustained
by Christ’s love. The priest said her passing
should not be viewed as an end but as a new

beginning.

The Mass was a heartfelt offering of
thanksgiving for her legacy as a faithful wit-
ness, a woman of deep spirituality, and a
devoted servant.

The husband and children of Bental
attending the Mass on July 17.
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YOUR DAILY
MASS GUIDE

AUGUST 2 - EIGHTEENTH
SUNDAY OF ORDINARY
TIME. Mass of the Sunday
(green), Gloria, Creed, Preface of
Sundays in ordinary Time.
Readings: Isaiah 55:1-3;
Romans 8:35, 37-39;

Matthew 14:13-21.

AUGUST 3 - MONDAY:
EIGHTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green) Readings:

| Jeremiah 28:1-17;

Matthew 14:22-36.

AUGUST 4 - ST. JOHN
VIANNEY. Mass of the
memorial (white) Readings:

| Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15,18-22;
Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14.

AUGUST 5 - WEDNESDAY:
EIGHTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green) Readings:

| Jeremiah 31:1-7;

Matthew 15:21-28.

AUGUST 6 —
TRANSFIGURATION OF
THE LORD. Mass of the feast,
Glona, Preface of the feast (white).
Readings:

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14;

Matthew 17:1-9.

AUGUST 7 — FRIDAY:
EIGHTEENTH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME. Mass of
the day (green) Readings:
Nahum 2:1,3; 3:1-3, 6-7;
Matthew 16:24-28.

AUGUST 8 - ST. DOMINIC.
Mass of the memorial (white)
Readings:

Habakkuk 1:12 — 2:4;
Matthew 17:14-20.

Ry

k cobﬁnuALL)(

Apostleship of
Prayer

Themes for
August 2026

For evangelization
in the city
Let us pray that in large cities
often marked by anonymity and
loneliness we find new ways to
proclaim the Gospel, discovering
creative paths to build
community.

Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

Isaiah 55:1-3;

Readings: Romans 8:35, 37-39;

Matthew 14:13-21

t the outset, presenting Jesus
coming into the desert
ollowed by a great

multitude  of  people  who
abandoned the city, the evangelist
wants us to see in him the new
Moses.

The incident begins with the
compassion of Jesus on the crowds.
Com-passion, to suffer-together
with the brothers is the force that
leads Jesus to engage himself in
building a new society. Only one
who has mastered the sensitivity of
this
intervene, to make his own, the
same gestures of love. “Your
attitude should be the same as the
one Jesus Christ had” (Philippians
2:5)—Paul This
urgent inner need to do good is the

Master can be moved to

recommends.

unmistakable sign of a disciple.
Jesus addresses, even the very
mundane, urgent need of food and
basic needs man. What is Jesus’
response to the hunger in the
world? If a miracle is a solution,
there would be no hunger today.

The sated also
get hungry

Instead his gesture indicates what
every disciple can and should do, so
that no one lacks bread. He does
not resolve the problem of hunger
without the cooperation of man.

Our first, subtle temptation in
the face of hungeris disengagement,
that of wanting “to dismiss the
crowd” so that each one makes
one’s own arrangement, going to
the villages to buy something to eat.
It is the suggestion put forward by
the disciples who, evidently, have
not understood that adherence to
Christ  implies a
engagement with those who are in
need. Jesus asks them, “you give
them something to eat.”

The difficulty, which is also ours,
is immediately raised: that what we
have is not sufficient. If everyone
keeps selfishly for oneself what one

concrete

has, for fear of shortage in the
future, there will always be hunger
in the world.

Jesus asks the disciples to give
him what they have, even if it seems
little to them. Five loaves and two
fish — seven pieces of food — is
the symbol of totality. Nothing is
held back, the generosity should
have no limits. The sharing of
goods is Christ’s proposal. God the
Father wants his children not to
accumulate for themselves nor
hoard the goods destined to all but
share. When everyone will put at
the disposal of others whatever one
has (not only money, but one’s
whole self] time, talents, intelligence,
abilities ...) one will witness a
miracle: there will be food for
everyone and leftover.

“Jesus took the loaves,” Matthew

says, “and raised his eyes to heaven,
pronounced the blessing and
handed them to the disciples to
distribute to the people.” These
words are familiar to us. They are
those of the Eucharist. The allusion
to the Eucharistic banquet can
never be sufficiently highlighted.

Five thousand men are fed. It is
the number that symbolises Israel.
After Israel will be satiated, twelve
baskets of leftover are gathered.

Twelve indicates the new Israel,
constituted by the twelve apostles
around Christ. To this new people
bread will not be lacking —
(remember Jesus said, I am the
bread of life) — there will always be
a remainder to the
distribution.

resume
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Abridged by

Father Jijo Kandamkulathy
CMF

a simula, ipinapakita si Hesus
Sna pumasok sa ilang kasunod
ang maraming taong nag-
iwan ng lungsod upang ipadama na
siya ang bagong Moises. Nagmula
ang kanyang kilos sa habag—isang
damdaming nag-uudyok na makiisa
sa dusa ng iba at magtayo ng bagong
lipunan. Tulad ng paalala ni Pablo:
“Nawa’y magkaroon kayo ng
kaisipan na tulad ng kay Kristo
Jesus” (Filipos 2:5). Ang pagnanais
na gumawa ng mabuti ang tunay na
tanda ng alagad.

Tugon din ni Hesus ang pisikal na
gutom ng tao. Hindi niya nilulutas
ang gutom nang  walang
pakikipagtulungan ng tao. Ang ating
unang tukso ay ang pag-iwas: ang

Ang pagbabahagi at

° °

pag-ibig
pagnanais na “paalisin ang mga tao”
upang sila na ang bahalang bumili
ng pagkain. Ngunit giit ni Hesus:

“Kayo ang magpakain sa kanila.”
Ang ating karaniwang dahilan ay
ang kawalan ng sapat na maibibigay.
Kapag ang bawat isa ay maramot
dahil sa takot
mananatii ang gutom sa mundo.

na maubusan,

Ngunit hiling ni Hesus na ibigay
kung ano ang mayroon tayo. Ang
limang tinapay at dalawang isda—
pitong pagkain—ay simbolo ng

ni Hesus

kabuuan at hanggang

pagbibigay. Nais ng Ama na ibahagi

walang

ang kanyang mga biyaya at hindi
ipagkait. Kapag ibinahagi ng lahat
ang kanilang yaman, oras, at talento,
magkakaroon ng himala: magiging
sapat at sobra pa ang pagkain para
sa lahat.

Ginamit ng ebanghelista ang mga
salitang tumutukoy sa Eukaristiya:
kumuha ng tinapay, tumingala sa
langit, nagpasalamat, atipinamahagi.
Ang limang libong lalaking napakain

ay kumakatawan sa Israel. Ang
labindalawang bakol na lumabis ay
sumisimbolo sa bagong Isracl—ang
Simbahang itinatag kasama ang
labindalawang apostol. Sa bagong
bayan na ito, hindi magkukulang
ang tinapay ng buhay at laging may
maipamamahagi sa iba.

[5);
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or a Christian to live one’s
life entirely consumed by

Christ, to be united with
him in prayer, to have the name of
Jesus always on one’s lips, might
seem an impossible ideal. And yet,
we know of great men and women
throughout history who have lived

up to that ideal more or less closely. One of these was Dominic
Guzman, St Dominic who tried to conform his life to the

model of Jesus Christ.

Dominic’s story begins in 1170,
mountain village of Caleruega in Spain. Growing up in a
pious family the young Dominic was steeped in the teachings

St. Dominic:
tender as a mother and
strong as a diamond

with his birth in the small

FAITH

ALIVE!

L

of the Gospel. Perhaps inspired by the example of his uncle, who was

a priest, a religious vocation seemed like a natural path for the young

man. At age 24, Dominic was ordained, and soon became a Ganon in

the Cathedral of Osma. He was very close to Bishop Diego de Acebo,

and at one point accompanied his bishop on a diplomatic mission to

Denmark. Returning from their mission by way of Rome, they asked

permission to evangelise the northern pagans.

But closer to home, a dangerous heresy, known as Catharism or

Albigensianism, had sprung up and was beginning to spread among

the people in the region around the city of Toulouse. Recognising their

zeal for the faith, the Pope of the time, Innocent III, sent them to

preach, not among the distant heathens, but among the heretics of

their own lands.
Shortly after their return to

France, Bishop Diego died, and

Dominic was left alone to confront
the growing heresy. He began the

work of evangelisation in earnest,
with
preaching to them and exhorting

meeting Albigensians,
them, debating with them privately
and publicly.

Dominic was able to win a

hearing from the heretics through the strength of his character.
His affable manner, combined with a steely determination,
gained him the respect of his adversaries. Years went by until,
in 1215, a new opportunity arose.

That was the year of the Fourth Lateran Council, which
was held in Rome. Dominic took part in the Council in the

company of Fulk, the Bishop of Toulouse. During the Council, he

approached Pope Honorius with a project he had conceived many

years earlier. On 22 December 1217, Pope Honorius approved a new

religious order, the Order of Friars Preachers, or Dominicans. The

newly founded Dominican Order

spread rapidly, as the mendicant

preachers proclaimed the Gospel throughout Europe and beyond with

ardour and enthusiasm.

On 6 August 1221, only a few years after the papal approval of his

Order, Dominic Guzman breathed his last in the Dominican convent

in Bologna. Just thirteen years later,

he was proclaimed a saint by Pope

Gregory IX, who had known the great founder and preacher

personally. Years later, St Dominic was described by one of his spiritual

children as being “as tender as a mother, but as strong as a diamond.”

® latican News
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Macau Catholic school launches
Al-powered health classroom

MACAU (UCAN): St. Magdalene :
School in Macau, founded in the :
spirit and tradition of St. Mag- :
dalene of Canossa, has launched :
what is reportedly the city’s first :
artificial intelligence-powered :
exercise and health classroom to :
support students’ physical fitness
and emotional well-being.

The classroom is being run :
jointly with Macao Polytechnic
University and Beijing E-Way :
Technology Co. Ltd., with the
school serving as the project’s :
first local demonstration site, The
Macau Post Daily reported on July
15. :

The university provides :
research support in child health :
and psychology, while the Beijing- -
based company supplies the Al :
system and hardware. :

The classroom combines
Al, exercise science and mental :

Students of St. Magdalene School in Macau perform during the 2025-2026 Academic Year
Talent Show on May 23. Photo: UCAN/St. Magdalene School

* health support to create a safer : model for students, according to :
and more personalised health :

the school.

Serra Club of Hong Kong opens new
term with call to harmony, action

HONG KONG (LICAS NEWS): :
The Serra Club of Hong Kong
inaugurated its 20262027 term :
on July 21 with a Mass at the :
Cathedral of the Immaculate :

Conception, Caine Road. This @ [ .

was followed by a fellowship : &

gathering and a birthday cele- :
bration at the Caritas Restaurant
for members born in July.

The opening general meet- :

ing featured a keynote address : |

by Father Edward Chau King- :
Fun, head of the Philosophy and :
Religious Studies departments at :
Holy Spirit Seminary College.
Father Chau, known for his :
involvement in interreligious dia- :
logue and his efforts to bring :
Chinese cultural traditions into :
conversation with Catholic the- :
ology, invited participants to :
embrace a “Three-Step Spiritu- :
al Practice” designed for modern :
lay apostles.
He began by emphasising the :
importance of reflection, encour- :
aging lay apostles to cultivate an :
inner stillness so they might rec- :
ognise God’s quiet presence, even
amid the relentless pace of mod- :
ern life.
Building on this, Father Chau :
highlighted the need for integra- :
tion, urging participants to har- :
monise their Christian faith with :
their personal identity and the
traditional wisdom found in Chi- :
nese culture.
He concluded by stressing the :
importance of action, calling for :
the fruits of inner contemplation :

. Members of the Serra Club of Hong Kong attend the group’s

opening general meeting on July 21.
Photo credit: LiCAS News/Serra Club of Hong Kong

to be expressed through tangible
acts of charity, humble service, :
and public witness. '

“True spiritual growth requires :
a seamless harmony between con- :
templation and action,” Father :
Chau remarked, urging mem- :
bers to deepen their interior life :
with God whilst actively engag- :
ing with the contemporary world. :

The incoming club president :
encouraged members to ground :
their service in St Paul’s invita- :
tion to transformation: “Do not :
conform yourselves to this age :
but be transformed by the renew- :
al of your mind, that you may dis- :

© cern what is the will of God, what :

is good and pleasing and perfect” :
[Romans 12:2]. :
Now entering its seventh dec- :

ade, the Serra Club of Hong :
Kong continues to support voca- :
© tion promotion and youth dis-:

cernment within the diocese.

The chapter maintains a long- :
standing relationship with the :
Serra Club of Macau, with both :
clubs operating under a single :
district governor and coordinat- :
ing vocation initiatives across the :

Pearl River Delta.

In partnership with the Hong :
Kong Diocesan Vocation Com- :
mittee and the Hong Kong Dioc-
esan Altar Servers Association, :
the club provides educational :

| © teachers
. ble for monitoring students and :

. erate exercise recommendations
. heart rate, and emotional state.
© tem does not automatically adjust

: decisions.

als before teachers use them.

© supervised and auditable, with
remaining

: adapting sessions as necessary.

separate :

© programmes. Its design is par-
- ticularly suited to Macau’s com-
© pact campuses, where limited
: space and mental health concerns
. often challenge student wellbeing
© initiatives.

Its modular design allows sev-

. eral smart bikes to be used indoors
: without a large playground. Stu-
. dents can complete 10- to 15-min-
. ute sessions during recess or lunch
. breaks.

The project team hopes the

: concept can be expanded to oth-
. er schools across Macau and
. to develop a “one student, one
. health profile” system, tracking
© each student’s long-term physical
. and emotional development.

St. Magdalene School is a

© member of the Macau Catholic
. Schools Association, which says
Students utilise smart bikes,
© heart rate monitors, and psycho- :
¢ logical questionnaires. The Al :
© system analyses this data to gen- :

it has 26 member schools, and
serves grassroots families, stu-
dents from low-income house-
holds and children with special

. educational needs.
© tailored to each student’s fitness, :

The project comes as Macau’s

. education authorities have put
School officials said the sys- :

greater emphasis on student

. health, campus safety and diver-
© exercise intensity or make final :
Recommendations
: must be approved by exercise sci- :
¢ ence and child health profession- :

sified learning.

In the 2024-2025 academic
year, the city had 76 non-higher
education schools and 116 school

¢ units, with 103 units in the free
The school emphasised its :
|  “human-in-the-loop” approach,
© ensuring student safety is always :

education network serving about

© 80,000 students, according to the

Education and Youth Develop-

© ment Bureau.
responsi-

The Macau Diocesan Social
Service Society says it provides

© counselling services for students,
: Importantly, the classroom :
: supports students with special :
© educational needs without seg- :
1 : regating them into

parents and school staff’ and sup-
ports students facing academic,
social, emotional and family dif-
ficulties.

- Pope prays for victims of deadly
~ wildfires in Spain and France

bursaries for seminarians, holds :
© (OSV NEWS): Pope Leo XIV offered prayers as firefighters

monthly spiritual gatherings, and

assists newly arrived foreign mis- :
: sionaries as they adapt to local
Cantonese culture and language. :

continue to battle massive wildfires in Spain and France

 that have forced hundreds of thousands to evacuate from

their homes. Photo: OSV News/Pedro Nunes, Reuters
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Friendship Tunnel becomes living
symbol of synodality and friendship
at the close of FABC plenary

JAKARTA (SE): “It is a living wit-
ness that religious leaders can :
walk together, collaborate, and :
strengthen one another in build- :
ing a more peaceful world,” :
Oswald Cardinal Gracias said, :
as cardinals, bishops, priests, reli- :
gious, and lay delegates walked :
through the Friendship Tunnel : |
connecting Jakarta’s Cathedral © [
of Our Lady of the Assumption : |
to the Istiglal Mosque, Indo- :
nesia’s largest, after the closing :
Mass of the 12th Plenary Assem- :
bly of the Federation of Asian :
Bishops’ Conferences [FABC] on :

July 26.

Bridge-Builders in Asia.”

The tunnel has become an :
internationally recognised sym- :
bol of interreligious harmony, :
linking two places of worship that :
stand opposite one another in the

heart of the Indonesian capital.

Upon arriving at Al-Fattah :
Gate, delegates removed their :
shoes before entering the mosque, :
where they were welcomed by :
Indonesia’s minister of Religious

Affairs and the Grand Imam

Umar.

The delegation toured the
hall, :
learned about its history and :
architectural vision, and visited :
the Grand Terrace, where the :
mosque and cathedral can be :
seen standing side by side. The :
group also viewed the mosque’s :
giant bedug, a traditional cer-
emonial drum that remains an :
important part of Indonesia’s :
© itual foundations of Christianity

mosque’s main prayer

Islamic heritage.

The visit concluded with a dia- :
logue between the FABC dele-
. toward God and call them to
gathering, :
Umar said authentic religious :
faith should lead believers to :
serve others instead of creating

gates and the Grand Imam.
Addressing  the

division.

“To be a good Muslim or a :
good Catholic is to bring good- :
. nection between two religious

Umar urged faith communi- :
ties to work together to defend :
human dignity, promote peace, -
and build a better future for com- :
ing generations, saying differ- :
ences should be opportunities for
mutual enrichment rather than :
- today,” he added.
Cardinal Gracias, the special

ness to others,” he said.

conflict.

The brief passage through
the Friendship Tunnel power- :
fully expressed the assembly’s :
theme: “Synodal Conversion and
the Mission to Be Bridges and :

FABC delegates crossing through the Friendship Tunnel coneting Jakarta Cathedral and
Istiglal Mosque on _July 26. Photo: FABC

envoy of Pope Leo XIV to the :
: assembly, thanked the Grand :

Imam for the warm welcome and :

described the visit as a valuable
lesson in openness and friendship.

“We have learned from your
generosity, your openness, and

: your service,” the cardinal said.
of Istiglal Mosque, Nasaruddin :

“...the mission isn’t
Jjust about promoting
a religion; the
mission is promoting
a common humanity,
common dignity...”

Reflecting on the shared spir-

and Islam, he said both the Bible
and the Quran guide believers

become instruments of peace.
“Our task is to build harmony
and work together for a better
world,” he said.
Cardinal Gracias said the
Friendship Tunnel represents far
more than an architectural con-

sites. “It is a living witness that
religious leaders can walk togeth-
er, collaborate, and strengthen
one another in building a more
peaceful world,” he said.

“This is our calling, our com-
mitment, and our challenge

For many FABC delegates,

the visit made the assembly’s dis- :
cussions on synodality a tangible :
experience.

“I was so inspired by that

. encounter with the Grand Imam
. of Jakarta, of the Istiglal Mosque,

- and I will—we will—take that
. home with us.” Pablo Virgilio
© Cardinal David, the vice presi-
. dent of the FABC and head of the
: commission for Synodality, told
© a press conference later that day.
- “Yes, we are brothers and sisters.
* We share a common humanity.
: So the mission isn’t just about
. promoting a religion; the mission

|| © is promoting a common human-

: ity, common dignity, that we pro-
© mote a civilisation of love.”

: Bishop Anthony Subianto
: Bunjamin of Bandung, head of
© the Indonesian Bishops’ Confer-
: ence, added, “We just heard from
© the Grand Imam today in the
© hall that for him, we do not talk
: anymore about tolerance. We
© change into unity.”

. The symbolic walk from the
. cathedral to the mosque ech-
: oed one of the assembly’s central
: messages: that the Church’s mis-
© sion in Asia is not only to pro-
: claim the gospel but also to foster
- friendship, dialogue, and cooper-
ation across religious and cultural
. boundaries.

FABC plenary closes with call
for synodality and dialogue

JAKARTA (SE): The 12th Plena- :
ry Assembly of the Federation :
of Asian Bishops” Conferences :
[FABC] came to aclose on July 26 :
with a Eucharistic celebration at :
Jakarta’s Cathedral of Our Lady :
of the Assumption presided over :
by Ignatius Cardinal Suharyo, :
archbishop of Jakarta, and con- :
celebrated by Bishop Antonius :
Subianto Bunjamin, president of :
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference :

of Indonesia, Filipe Neri Cardi- : |-

nal Ferrao, president of the FABC, :
along with bishops and priests :
from across Asia. :

During his homily, Cardi-
nal Ferrdo emphasised that the :
Church’s future rests on remain- *
ing anchored in its spiritual her- :

itage, while simultancously :
embracing renewal through syn- :
odality.

He urged the Church to bridge :
generational divides by uniting
the wisdom of the elderly with the :
creativity of the youth. He add-
ed that every pastoral decision :
should be evaluated on wheth- :
er it encourages communion, :
strengthens participation and :
mission, advances peace, and
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The offertory procession for the Mass was accompanied the
Bird Dance from Kalimantan. Photo: FABC

serves the poor and marginalised.
The liturgy ended with the

promulgation of the assembly’s :
. Message to the Peoples of Asia, :
entitled “You Will See Greater :
. Things” [John 1:50]. Signed by :
Cardinal Ferrao and proclaimed :
by Archbishop Gilbert Gar- :
cera, chairperson of the draft-:
ing committee, which included :
Cardinal Stephen Chow, S]J., of :

Hong Kong, the message urges

the Church in Asia to deepen its :

. synodal journey by becoming
“bridges and bridge-builders” of
dialogue, reconciliation, hope,
and peace throughout the conti-
nent.

After Mass, delegates made
a symbolic pilgrimage through
Jakarta’s Tunnel of Friendship,
which connects the Cathedral
of Our Lady of the Assumption
with the neighbouring Istiglal
- Mosque—the largest mosque in
Southeast Asia.



